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EDITORIAL
Dear readers,
Now as our WOODISM Project are coming to its end | would like to make a I

summary of some essential facts, and events taken place during the project
cycle.

Main objectives of WOODISM Project are as follows: “To stimulate, encourage
and facilitate the participation of small and medium-sized enterprises of the
forest-based and related industries in the European FP6, with a particular focus
on the New Instruments.”

How well did we achieve these objectives? It must be taken into account that :i it \:%;
the project started a whole year later than it was planned, quite at the end of J

FP6 when there were hardly any calls at all for new projects. Luckily the  Tarmo Luoma, Woodism
Commission gave us a permission to extend the project within its original coordinator

time frame to overlap FP7, simultaneously the project developed voluntarily

its outcomes towards a more ambitious direction.
The activities through which the project results would be achieved are as follows:

a) Technology Audits to identify innovative technical solutions and approaches in the wood domain,

b) Training of SMEs for their participation in Integrated Projects (IPs) and Networks of Excellence
(NoEs),

c) Partner Search to cluster the suitable SMEs to SME groupings,

d) Following of ongoing FP projects and initiatives,

e) Matching FP projects / initiatives with SMEs,

f) Awareness creation to Research Community,

g) Improvement of Relationship between SMEs and Researchers, and

h) Market Evolution Alert to enhance competitive positioning generated by research.

And the expected main results from the above-mentioned actions and their real outcomes are respec-
tively:

Web-page creation based on the existing web | = A woodism web -site was created and is

page generated under 5™ FP ETI “INWOOD” for still active and up-dated (with TTS).
the overall project management purposes, the | = Virtual Matching Platform (APRE) is also
publication of the relevant topics and the functioning and served well its purpose.

funded projects, and for the so called Virtual
Matching Platform (the virtual matching plat-
form will function as a “window” for co-
coordinators of IP, NoE and for SMEs selected
and screened by the Consortium to which they
can refer to for an efficient and rapid matching
of needs coming from both spheres);

20 technology audits per partner country (12)| 256 audits carried out so far, as the project
will be carried out to assist SMEs in the assess-| was extended to FP 7 we promised to make 20
ment of their technological needs and require-| audits more -actually that is done - and the
ments missing 4 original audits are planned to be
done as soonest.
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The contacts among the SMEs will be strength-
ened through a minimum of 3 seminars and
workshops for each involved country, which will
provide information about recent scientific and
technological innovations (e.g. as developed in
the 5th FP). They will be categorised to groups
or clusters with similar innovations needs at the
national and European level to ensure a higher
efficiency;

*= |n each partner country, three or more semi-
nars and workshops were organized.

* As “a crown jewel” The WOODISM Partnering
Event in Winterthur/ Zirich, in January 2007,
welcomed approximately 160 participants
from the industry and research organisations
of all around the Europe. Heven speakers
highlighted the challenges and the R&D op-
portunities for the European forest-based
sector and the wood industries and over 45
parallel presentations were given.

Depending upon the outcome of the technology
audits 90 participations in FP6 projects, espe-
cially in IPs and NoEs, are expected,;

Up to now more than 100 SMEs have been
assisted to enter projects; of which ap-
proximately 15 belongs to FP7.

3 training courses per participating new Mem-
ber Sate: to train and improve dissemination of
6th Framework Programme.

In Poland, Lithuania, Slovenia and Estonia:

= 9 workshops on FP6 especially for the wood
and forestry sector (SMEs and researchers)

= 8 workshops on FP7 especially for the wood
and forestry sector.

As FP7 started we agreed upon the importance of sharing contents information of the new pro-

gramme especially to wood manufacturing SMEs focusing the opportunities FP7 could offer.

WOODISM achieved its objectives and even exceeded them in some aspects: it really made a big deal
in increasing the awareness of FP7 among the European SMEs and lowered the threshold for SMEs to
participate in research programmes. The competence and the motivation of the project partners were
outstanding from the very beginning to the end. WOODISM could benefit a lot from the cooperation
between the partners and from each partner’s own networks. It can be said that WOODISM certainly
did it part in promoting and encouraging European SMEs to act and develop themselves not only na-
tion -wide but union -wise. However, much work still remains to be done and hopefully we can soon
join our strength in a new challenge. Finally | would like to thank everybody involved for their contri-

bution in WOODISM Project, see you soon!

Tarmo Luoma,
WOODISM Project Coordinator
TTS Institute, Finland







